CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
which was formerly employed. And the wealth of information
which we possess concerning Gaul, thanks to Gregory of Tours,
should not make us forget the fact that still more papyrus must
have been used in Italy and Spain, and that this must have necessi-
tated an exceptionally active import trade.
Another article of consumption figured very largely in the com-
merce of the period. This was oil. There was a demand for it
everywhere; in the first place for alimentary purposes, for it seems
that in Southern Gaul nearly everything was cooked in oil, as in
Spain and Italy. The native olive trees did not suffice to meet the
demand. It was necessary to import oil from abroad; all the more
necessary inasmuch as the lighting of the churches at this period—
doubtless precisely because oil was so abundant—was effected not
by means of wax candles, as it was at a later date, but by means
of oil-fed lamps. Now Africa was the greatest oil-producing
country in the Empire, and was to remain so until the Musulman
conquest. It was exported from Africa in orcae. Theodoric, between
509 and 511, wrote to the Bishop of Salona1 on behalf of the
merchant Johannes, who had furnished this bishop with sexaginta
orcas olei ad implenda luminaria, and who wanted to be paid. The
rest of die letter shows this was merely a parvitas, that is to say,
a bagatelle. Gregory of Tours tells us something about the oil
trade at Marseilles;2 he speaks of a merchant who had seventy
orcae of oil stolen on the quay.3 A diploma granted by Clovis III,
in 692, and renewed in 716, but which really dated back to
Dagobcrt I (d. 639) granted the monastery of Saint-Denis an
annual subsidy of a hundred solidi, with which the adores regii
were to buy oil from the cellarium fisci, in accordance with the
ordo cataboli* A formula of Marculf 's mentions Marseilles as the
port where the oil for the luminaria was generally purchased.5
This oil therefore found its way even into the North. The
1	cassiodorxjs, Variae, III, 7, ed. mommsen, m.g.h.ss,antiq., vol. Xn
p. 83. This text was kindly communicated to me by m. kugbner.
2	buchnbr, Die Provence, pp. 44-4.5. He Uases his remarks principally upon
gregory OF tours, Hist. Frtwc., V, 5.	* Ibid.* fij, 43-
4 Ibid., pp. 44-45.	5 marcuif, Supplemmtum, I, ed. zbumer, p. 107.
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